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Extended Essay: Exemplar Commentary 

Subject English If applicable, theme 
for WSEE 

 

If applicable, 
category for 
language essays 

Cat 2 If applicable, 
subjects used for 
WSEE 

 

Title of essay To what extent were women’s rights marginalized through the 
misuse of religious texts by the theocracies present in the 
novels Persepolis by Marjane Satrapi and A Handmaid's Tale by 
Margaret Atwood? 

Essay number B Examination session  

Assessment of extended essay 

Criteria Mark awarded Commentary 

A: Focus and 
method 

[6] 

5 The research question is clear and there is 
some evidence of an informed selection of 
sources. The structure of the essay, 
however, means that these are not always 
appropriately used in the sub-headings, 
and this hinders the effective 
communication of the issue as a 
consequence (see further comment under 
criterion D, below). Thus, whilst the essay 
achieves the overall standard for the top 
mark band, it merits a “5” rather than a “6” 
under this criterion. 

B: Knowledge and 
understanding 

[6] 

5 The selection of source material is clearly 
relevant and applicable to the research 
question. A sound knowledge of the topic 
under discussion is demonstrated, 
although more direct quotation from both 
texts would have provided more detailed 
evidence for this. In terms of genre, some 
acknowledgement that as a graphic 
novel,Persepolis relies heavily on its 
illustrations̶and therefore the candidate 
is not comparing “like-with-like” as if the 



texts chosen were both novels̶would also 
have been appropriate here (see further 
comment below). Persepolis can also be 
regarded as a memoir, rather than a 
completely fictional work such as A 
Handmaid’s Tale. Because of these 
reservations, once again the appropriate 
mark would be a “5” rather than a “6” 
under this criterion. 

The use of subject-specific terminology is 
good. 

C: Critical thinking 

[12] 

8 A mark in the middle of the 7-9 mark band 
seems appropriate here. 

The research is analysed in a way that is 
clearly relevant to the Research question 
and conclusions to individual points are 
supported by the evidence, although, once 
again, more direct references to the texts 
would have illustrated this in more depth. 
The essay clearly shows the manipulation 
of women through male-dominated 
groups, with some religious relevance. The 
essay occasionally shows “misuse of texts”
, but this could have been strengthened by 
better, more directly apposite use of the 
religious epigraphs, whose purpose is not 
always clearly identified or explained. As 
indicated above, examples of the graphics 
used in Persepolis,especially in the 
discussion of Islamic strictures on dress 
(and as compared to Offred’s red uniform 
as a handmaid), would have added to the 
candidate’s argument. 

The final conclusion is consistent with the 
evidence presented in the essay, which 
has been critically evaluated. 



D: Presentation 

[4] 

3 The formal presentation is good and the 
structure and layout generally support the 
reading, understanding and evaluation of 
the EE. As mentioned above, the use of 
religious epigraphs is not always clearly 
explained, and thus the focus of the 
chapters are unclear, hindering the reader’
s ability to “navigate” through the essay in 
terms of following the argument, and 
meriting the award of a “3” rather than the 
top mark of “4” for this criterion. 

E: Engagement 

[6] 

(not included) 

 The assessment of an accompanying 
RPPF will affect the overall mark awarded 
and the grade achieved. 

Total marks 
awarded 

21/28 Although the candidate has chosen to 
concentrate largely on the two primary 
texts and relevant extracts from religious 
texts despite a range of critical reading 
being available on her chosen topic, her 
discussion is nevertheless both interesting 
and informed. Relevant aspects of the 
primary texts are compared and 
contrasted directly (rather than the essay 
being structured to deal with one, and 
then the second, as discrete entities) and 
as a result the analysis sheds new light on 
the issue of the manipulation of women as 
portrayed in both theocracies. Overall, the 
essay can be placed securely in the middle 
of the 19-23 grade band. 

Please note: as a result of modifying 
existing extended essays for illustrative 
purposes, not all exemplars have an 
accompanying RPPF for assessment under 
criterion E (this is a mandatory element for 
all essays as of 2018). As a result, this 
essay has been marked out of 28 rather 



than 34. 

	


